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of the five Gours, as was his title, brought to his
capital* and established there for the good of his
people in matters of faith and scholarship, the cele-
brated live Brahmins of Kanauj. And they made
the face of Bengal to shine, which is a brief way of
saying, probably, that this king established an
ecclesiastical college of reference at Gour, which
went on impressing its influence on the life of Bengal,
long after the original five, and their king, had been
gathered to their fathers. Even after the Hindu
sovereigns had fallen altogether, and Muhammadan
rulers had taken their place, this Brahminical influence
went'on living and working. It was in fact the
Bengali form of the Papacy, and before we rebel
against it too much, before we asperse it too bitterly
..for the cerecloths of orthodoxy which it bound upon
the people, we ought to know what were the pro-
blems that it had to solve. It gave continuity to
the social development of the community, in face of
the most appalling political revolutions. It made
the faith a strong ground of taste and manners and
gave it consciousness of its strength. It made the
village into a true civic unit, in spite of complexity
of caste and origins. It maintained the growth of
the literature and the epic-making faculty. And
above all, the supreme gift of Hinduism, it went on
deepening and widening the education of the people
by that form of mind-cultivation which is peculiar